
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMISSION 
PUBLIC UTILITY DISTRICT NO. 1 OF SKAGIT COUNTY, WASHINGTON 

 
August 11, 2015 

The regular meeting of the Commission of Public Utility District No. 1 was held in the 
Aqua Room of the utility located at 1415 Freeway Drive, Mount Vernon, Washington, on 
August 11, 2015.  

The meeting was called to order at 4:31 PM.  Those Commissioners in attendance were: 
Al Littlefield, President; Jim Cook, Vice President; and Robbie Robertson, Secretary.  
Also in attendance were:  Bob Powell, General Manager; Mike Fox, Operations Manager; 
Mark Handzlik, Assistant Engineering Manager; Kathy White, Human Resource 
Manager; Shawn Backman, Auditor; Kim Carpenter, Clerk of the Board; Tom Moser, 
Attorney; and Audience:  Judy Littlefield, Diane Robertson, and Gary Hagland, 
Anacortes. 

Commissioner Robertson led the Pledge of Allegiance.   

Commissioner Robertson moved to approve the Consent Agenda for August 11, 2015.   
a. Approval of Minutes 08/04/15 
b. Approval of Vouchers No. 2633 

Voucher Nos. 4054-4126 and Payroll Check Nos. 10425-01504 ($548,493.93) 08/11/15 
The motion passed. 

Under Manager’s Report, Manager Powell reported the following: 
• Attorney Gilbert is in court in eastern Washington and Attorney Tom Moser is 

present to attend the Executive Session.  
• Several staff members were out on leave, including IT Manager Chrysler, 

Engineering Manager Sidhu, Community Relations Manager Tate and Treasurer 
Dales. 

• Last Friday County Commissioner Wesen called and asked to meet; he came in 
today to discuss a zoning rule change that has caused issues for a Bayview Ridge 
property owner regarding a line extension request with the District.  Manager 
Powell indicated that the meeting went well. 

Assistant Engineering Manager Handzlik reported the following: 
• Crews have been working on service line installations, leak repairs, and valve 

maintenance.   
• The 30th Street Transmission Line and Digby Road Pipeline Project Phase I 

advertised for bids on July 23 and the bid opening scheduled for August 14 has 
been delayed until next week, as locates did not match as-built drawings.   

• SRV Construction has entered into a contract with the City of Mount Vernon for 
the Rio Vista project.  The District’s portion of the construction is $172,000 and 
construction began on July 20, 2015. 

Operations Manager Fox reported the following: 
• Two pumps are running 24/7 and the reservoir is staying full.  
• All lines have been replaced on the Weyerhaeuser culvert job and are back in 

service.   
• The Gilligan intake box was damaged this past winter and was repaired by the 

Construction Crew last week.   

Commissioner Cook questioned if there was room to take water if it starts raining and the 
need to run two pumps; Operations Manager Fox replied no one knows if it will be much 
rain this winter and there is adequate room to take water from the streams if it does rain. 

Human Resource Manager White reported that the All Staff Safety Meeting scheduled for 
tomorrow has been postponed due to some scheduling conflicts and will be rescheduled.  
She stated that the Commission will be notified. 

Auditor Backman reported that the Preliminary 2016 Budget will be presented on August 
25. 



Under Miscellaneous, Manager Powell recommended that the Commission consider 
holding their regular meeting on September 8 which follows the Labor Day holiday and 
cancelling the meeting of September 15, as he and other administrative staff will not be 
available for the September 15 meeting.  Commissioner Robertson stated he would not be 
available for the meeting of September 22.  Commissioner Cook stated he also may not be 
available on September 22.  Commissioner Cook moved to cancel the meeting of 
September 15, 2015.  The motion passed.  The Commission will meet on September 8 and 
will cancel the meeting of September 22 if two commissioners will be absent. 

Manager Powell stated that the Commission has copies in their notebooks of the letter sent 
to Sierra Pacific informing them of the rate change for their account and that they will be 
subject to the monthly basic fixed charge for their meter; they also have copies of the 
District’s response letter to the Teamsters’ communication regarding opening 2016 contract 
negotiations; and copies of the notification from DOH of the Gold Award for Treatment 
Optimization Program (TOP) goals for 10 or more years of continuously optimized 
performance of the Judy Reservoir System.  The Commission offered congratulations to 
Operations Manager Fox and his WTP team for the award.   

Commissioner Robertson stated he had read an article from DOH requesting comments on 
the new federal fluoridation rules and did not see a need to respond since the District does 
not fluoridate; Manager Powell concurred. 

Under Audience Comments, Gary Hagland asked about the Citizen’s Advisory Committee; 
Commissioner Littlefield replied that there has been little response, but an ad soliciting 
volunteers will be placed in the paper in the near future. 

Under Commissioner Comments, Commissioner Littlefield extended condolences to 
Operations Manager Fox and his family regarding the recent passing of his mother-in-law.  
Commissioner Littlefield stated that there are no WA PUD Association meetings this 
month, but he will be attending the Water Workshop next month.  

At this time, President Littlefield recessed the regular meeting to go into executive 
session to discuss a real estate issue for an approximate duration of 30 minutes.  The 
meeting was recessed at 4:50 PM. 

President Littlefield reconvened the regular meeting of the Commission at 5:10 PM. 

Having no further business to come before the Board, Commissioner Cook moved for 
adjournment.  The motion passed and the meeting of August 11, 2015 was adjourned at  
5:11 PM. 
 
 
   
 Al Littlefield, President 
ATTEST  
 
 
    
Robbie Robertson, Secretary Jim Cook, Vice President 


